
Misericordiae Vultus – Pope Francis 
(The Face of Mercy, Letter announcing the Jubilee Year of Mercy)  

Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up the mystery of the 
Christian faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of Nazareth, reaching its culmination in 
him. The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), after having revealed his name to Moses as “a God 
merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex 34:6), has 
never ceased to show, in various ways throughout history, his divine nature. In the “fullness of 
time” (Gal 4:4), when everything had been arranged according to his plan of salvation, he sent his 
only Son into the world, born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive way. Whoever 
sees Jesus sees the Father (cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire 
person reveals the mercy of God. 

We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and 
peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the 
fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his 
brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our 
hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness. (§ 1, 2.) 
Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity should be caught up in 
the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness to the 
world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and 
compassionate love. (§ 10)

St Isaac of Nineveh 
(Syriac Bishop, Iraq, Died 700 AD) 

”What is a merciful heart? It is a heart on fire for the whole of creation, for humanity, for the birds, 
for the animals, for demons, and for all that exists. By the recollection of them the eyes of a merciful 
person pour forth tears in abundance. By the strong and vehement mercy that grips such a person’s 
heart, and by such great compassion, the heart is humbled and one cannot bear to hear or to see 
any injury or slight sorrow in any in creation. For this reason, such a person offers up tearful prayer 
continually even for irrational beasts, for the enemies of the truth, and for those who harm her or 
him, that they be protected and receive mercy. And in like manner such a person prays for the family 
of reptiles because of the great compassion that burns without measure in a heart that is in the 
likeness of God.”


